Black Hawk Hancock
Statement of Research
My research agenda focuses on three areas: Race and Ethnicity, Social Theory, and
Cultural/Media analysis. I approach these areas through a diverse array of methods:
historical research, ethnography, interviews, and interpretive analysis. As an
interdisciplinary scholar, my work offers theoretical, methodological and empirical tools
for illuminating and dismantling the mechanisms that structure modes of domination and
inequality.
The first thread of my work investigates the practices, categories, and mechanisms
through which societies become structured in racial domination. My first book, American
Allegory: Lindy Hop and the Racial Imagination, and related articles (Hancock 2013,
2009, 2008, 2007, 2005), engage topics central to African American Studies, Sociology,
Anthropology, Ethnomusicology, and Cultural Studies. Inspired by the work of Ralph
Ellison, American Allegory situates dance within the larger landscape of Chicago’s racial
segregation and illuminates the ways cultural practices perpetuate racial domination. I use
the methodological approach of embodied sociology, where one becomes a practitioner
of a particular art in order to make explicit the practical sense of everyday practices from
the inside out. The contributions and connections that embodied sociology makes to
feminist epistemologies, embodied knowledge, and ethnography are explicated in a
forthcoming book chapter on racial and cultural analysis, as well as in a co-authored
piece with Gary Alan Fine (Hancock 2017a, Fine and Hancock 2016).
My second ethnographic book (Hancock 2017b) In-Between Worlds: Mexican Kitchen
Workers in Chicago’s Restaurant Industry also focuses on racial domination. It does so
through a study of the life-worlds of undocumented immigrants and the way they
construct transnational selves straddled between two different countries. Their
experiences of migration and negotiating work here in Chicago are central for the
American economy. These immigrants navigate work while being politically and
economically marginalized is vital to uncovering the persistence of racial inequality. Here
cultural labor transforms identity by steeping these men in culinary and cultural traditions
that are not their own. Through cooking, they cultivate new cultural and aesthetic
dispositions, as well as new modes of cultural appreciation and understanding.
By exploring the Mexican immigrant experience in this way, we are able to supplement
demographic and economic data with evidence about the goals and aspirations of some of

those people who have been so well chronicled and yet so simultaneously overlooked. As
a result, this framework allows us to understand how global and transnational dynamics
of ethnicity, culture, work and identity are manifested in their unique complexities in
specific locales, and in turn how these locales illuminate the global and transnational
dynamics at work.
This focus on racial domination has produced additional articles that consider spatial
forms of ethno-racial segregation in the Chicago metropolitan region. These articles
analyze how ethno-racial segregation is connected to economic class segregation, how
public policy in housing and education are related to segregation, and how racial
segregation in Chicago, specifically the hyper-segregation of African Americans, is a
persistent and long-standing characteristic of the metropolis. As a result, these articles
explore the spatial distributions of social class, which are intertwined with patterns of
ethno-racial segregation, as well as more recent developments in areas of immigration,
gentrification, and new forms of policing. A forthcoming co-authored chapter explores
how these practices affect African American and Latinos, allowing Latinos to settle
across a wider range of city communities and suburban neighborhoods, and, therefore
giving them greater access to economic opportunities, quality housing, and public
services (See Garner Hancock and Fidel 2017, Garner, Hancock, and Sykes 2015,
Hancock and Garner 2011a, Garner, Hancock, and Kim 2007).
A second research thread builds on my training in philosophy developing dialogues
among theorists and theoretical toolkits. This approach puts different theories and
theorists into dialogue to juxtapose concepts in order to rethink how they illuminate the
everyday life. These juxtapositions produce new perspectives through which to examine
social existence (See Hancock and Garner 2015, 2011b). Another group of theoretical
articles seek to create diagnostics for capturing contemporary historical conditions and to
unearth the cultural currents that give rise to the politics of everyday life and the social
forces that momentarily crystallize them. This diagnostic approach highlights the ways
that social shifts are never straightforward and always in need of analysis (See Hancock
and Garner 2014a). A group of theoretical articles seeks to develop theoretical “toolkits,”
not simply to apply theory, but rather to rework theory and put it to use for new
intellectual endeavors. The theoretical project here is to forge tools for analyzing the
mechanisms that structure society in terms of domination and inequality. Theory provides
the analytical insights to critique hierarchies and relations of domination and
subordination that become embedded in social structures and social institutions in order
to interrogate, to transform, and to overturn them. (See Hancock and Morrison 2016,
Hancock 2017c).
Along similar lines of inquiry, I am currently collaborating with Bryan Sykes and Anjuli
Verma to assess the limitations of mixed methods research, drawing on how translational
science across qualitative and quantitative divisions can deepen social science knowledge
while remaining true to the epistemological traditions of each sub-field of methodology
(Sykes, Verma, Hancock 2017). Specifically, this project examines how the themes,
narratives, and ideal types derived from qualitative fieldwork can be broadly
generalizable in a manner consistent with estimates obtained from quantitative analyses.

This project seeks to align findings from quantitative research with ethnographic
components of a study, thereby leading to internally valid (or consistent) findings
independent of methodology and externally valid conclusions jointly determined from
both methods. This work was presented at the Innovations in Ethnographic Methodology
Symposium at the University of California at Berkeley, March 4, 2016 and will be
bundled for a Special Issue submission at Ethnography.
The third research thread explores the realms of culture and cultural politics. My research
in this area revolves around the analysis of culture and how aesthetics and poetics
constitute and help negotiate everyday life through performance and consumption
(Hancock and Lorr 2013). My work has also explored the workings of media and culture
in the construction of identity against the ongoing transformations and regulatory
mechanisms of the contemporary mediascape (See Hancock and Garner 2014b). My
current work documents the role that theory plays in understanding disempowered racial
and ethnic groups in America by exploring the ways that discourse, power, and
knowledge converge to structure societies in inequalities. In addition this work
illuminates the material, economic and technological disparities for circulating
information amongst groups (Hancock 2016a, 2016b).
These different areas of research navigate between micro contexts, and the particularities
of people engaged in everyday practices, and macro level social forces that form,
structure, and reconstitute domination. Furthermore, my research establishes dialogues,
diagnostics, and critical tools for social analysis, as well as documents the cultural and
historical conditions in order to unearth the social circulation of meanings that infuse
people’s lives with purpose. These three threads of my research reinforce the ways that
scholarship can advance a greater understanding of contemporary social problems.

REFERENCES
Fine, Gary Alan and Black Hawk Hancock. 2016. “The Ethnographer at Work”
Qualitative Research.
Garner, Roberta, Black Hawk Hancock, Kiljoong Kim. 2007. “Segregation in Chicago.”
The Tocqueville Review. XXVIII(1): 41-74.
Garner, Roberta, Black Hawk Hancock, and Grace Budrys. 2013. Rethinking
Contemporary Social Theory. London: Routledge.
Garner, Roberta, and Black Hawk Hancock, Eds. 2014. Social Theory: Continuities and
Confrontations, 3rd edition. Toronto, ON: The University of Toronto Press.
Garner, Roberta, Black Hawk Hancock, and Bryan Sykes. 2015. “Social Inequality,
Racial Isolation and the Windy City: Race, Class, and Economic Inequality.” ASA
Footnotes. 43(4).

Garner, Roberta, Black Hawk Hancock and Kenneth Fidel. 2017. “Class and Race
Ethnicity in a Changing City: A Historical Perspective on Inequalities.” In Neoliberal
Chicago. Edited by Larry Bennett, Roberta Garner, and Euan Hague. UrbanaChampagne: University of Illinois Press. Forthcoming.
Hancock, Black Hawk. 2005. “Steppin’ Out of Whiteness.” Ethnography. 6(4): 427- 462.
------. 2007. “Learning How to Make Life Swing.” Qualitative Sociology. 30(2): 113-133.
------. 2008. “Put a Little Color on That!” Sociological Perspectives. 51(4): 783-802.
------. 2009. “Taking Loic Wacquant into the Field.” Qualitative Sociology. 32(1): 93100.
------. 2013. American Allegory: Lindy Hop and the Racial Imagination. Chicago, IL: The
University of Chicago Press.
------. 2016a. “Learning How to Fiske: Theorizing Power, Knowledge, and Bodies in the
21st Century.” In John Fiske, Power Plays Power Works, 2nd edition. London: Routledge.
------. 2016b. “Learning How to Fiske: Cultural Analysis as Counter-History, Cultural
Literacy, and Public Policy in the 21st Century.” In John Fiske, Media Matters: Gender
& Race in U.S. Politics, 2nd edition. London: Routledge.
------. 2017a.“Embodied Ethnography and the Racial Imagination: The Body as a
Phenomenological Tool for Racial and Cultural Analysis.” In Approaches to
Ethnography. Eds. Colin Jerolmack and Shamus Khan. Oxford University Press.
Forthcoming.
------. 2017b. In-Between Worlds: Mexican Kitchen Workers in Chicago’s Restaurant
Industry. Manuscript under contract at the University of Chicago Press.
------. 2017c. “Michel Foucault and the Problematics of Power: Revisiting the Critique of
Medicalization.” Forthcoming at The Journal of Medicine and Philosophy.
Hancock, Black Hawk, and Roberta Garner. 2009. Changing Theories: New Directions in
Sociology. Toronto, ON: The University of Toronto Press.
------. 2011a. “From Native Son to The New Chicago: Segregation and the Windy City”
ASA Footnotes. 39(2).
------. 2011b. “Towards a Philosophy of Containment: Reading Goffman in the 21st
Century.” The American Sociologist. 42(4): 316-340.
Hancock, Black Hawk and Michael Lorr. 2013. “More than a Soundtrack: Towards a

Study of the Musical Practices of Hardcore Punk.” Journal of Contemporary
Ethnography. 42(3): 320-346.
Hancock, Black Hawk and Roberta Garner. 2014a. "Reflections on the Ruins of Athens
and Rome: Derrida and Simmel on Temporality, Life, and Death." History of the Human
Sciences. 27(4): 77-97.
------. 2014b. “Erving Goffman: Theorizing the Self in the Age of Advanced Consumer
Capitalism." Journal for the Theory of Social Behavior. 45(2): 163-187.
------. 2015. “Theorizing the Deep Parallel between Goffman and Freud: Goffman's
Interaction Order as a Social-Structural Underpinning of Psychoanalytic Concepts of the
Self.” The Canadian Journal of Sociology /Cahiers Canadiens de Sociologie 40(4): 417444.
Hancock, Black Hawk and Dan Morrison. 2016. “Beyond The Anticipatory Corpse:
Medicine, Power, and the Care of the Dying: A Theoretical and Methodological
Intervention into the Sociology of DBS.” The Journal of Medicine and Philosophy.
Sykes, Bryan L., Anjuli Verma, Black Hawk Hancock. 2017. “On the Limits of
Generalizability in Mixed-Methods Studies: Aligning Sampling and Case Selection in
Quantitative-Qualitative Research Designs.” Ethnography. Revise and Resubmit.

